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“ LIBERTY, THE UNIOK, AND THE CON
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DEFERRED DEBATE.

THURSDAY, AUGUST 13, 1530,
NENATK.
PROTEST,

The Senate having unter consideration the motion by
Mr. Husren, that the protest agninst the passage of e

receved and spread upon the journal—
My H[‘IN'H!Z

1o insert this paper upoo the reeord.  One of them, | con-
fese, I expected to hear. They were wale yesterday,
i | expected to hear tiem repeated ; (or upon these con-
suleralions, as 1L seems o mie, depend the merits of the
case. 1 mean those which relate 10 the expediency wnd
propriely of permitting # precedent, which might here-
alter grow inlo & usage, in relation 1o the insertion of
rotests upon the journal.  But, sir, for the other [ eon-
ruau I was not prepared | for it did seem to me that thers
wite nothing in that protest which the Seaate, or any por-
tion of the Senute, eoull take us a reflection upon theie
motives or upon themselves. It is true that we dissent
and dissent strongly, from u measure which has received

hups impossible, on any oceasion, o present reasons for
dissent which might not, by some ingenuity of conetrue.
tion, be tortnred into the conclusion of impugning the
motives of those who held the othier side of the 18sue.
We say that we helieve these things to he unconstiti-
tonal ; that we believe that they violate the eonstitutional
rights of our constituants ; but we nowhere say that we
helieve that those who voled for them voted Tor them
with that opinion. 1t is a diference of opinon which we
express ; and we do not guestion in the lewst degree the
motives of any one who may have voled differently [rom
ug in relution to this bill.  We say that these are our
opinions of the tendencies of these measures, and [or
thut reason we voted against them; but we have nat in
tended to impute 10 other gentlemen impure motives, nor
have we prelended to say that they voted for them think-
ing they would have the eflect which we suppose they
will have. Now, that is the true constroction of it; 1t is
a mere expression of a diflerence of opinion between gei-
tlemen in relation to this matter. Objections have been
taken to particular passages, which will he found upon

examination not to warrant the construction which las |
| vidual members, and amongst us us & body ; unless some

been placed upon them. ‘T'he senator from Michigan ob-
jects Lo this passage :

Becnuse the right ol the slaveholdiog Swutes 10 & com-
mon and equal enjoyment of the territary of the Union bas
bevn defested by & system aof measures which, withowt e
nuthority of preeeoent, ol lww, ar of the constimiog,
were mnnilestly contrived for ther purpose, aod which
Congress mns sanction and adopt, should this il beooine
o lnw,

Now, sir, this clause relates nol to a system of meas-
ures contrived and adopted here. Far from it It is else-
where that such a systemn of measures has been con-
trived—in Calilornia—paiily avisivg out of the action of
the executive branch ol this government, and partly ori-
ginat g with 1he people there ; and we say that we think

that Congress, by passing such & Juw as this, would he  harm.

adopling and sanctioning that system of o8, W

R said: My, President, there have been |
twao classes of objections made this morning 1o the motion |

(it should lead to the evil winch is anticipated.
the assent and approval of other gentlemen ; and it 18 per- | |l

question. [
ered is, not whether the contents of this protest be true or
false, not whether tbe reasoning be well or al, but | ton.
whether it will be likely to do harm as a parliamentary | Union,
precedent. 1 believe that if we were 10 establish the | Union,
wecadent, it would be productive of good rather than |
I believe it wonld be better calculated to eontent |
ities, if you thus allowed them 1o give additional |

ment whether it would be mischievous or not,
believe it would be found 10 be so, and | will tell honora-
ble senators why | do ol believe it wonld be so,
couse the flong experience of the Britsh House of Lonls
has not shown it be mischievous, aod because we have
been told that ot bas been the practice in many ol the
meanvenence.  The senstor [rom North Caro
whieh the practice bad led 10 po inconvenience; other
sentors—those from Pennsylvinia and New Hampshire—
had referred 10 their States, where the privilege was
thought so important as to have been secured in the con-
stitution of these States, anid 1o which it bad heen exer-
cised without mischiel. 11 seems 1o me, w00, that 1t is nn
evil which would speedily correct itself, il it whould lead
1o sueh abuses as gentlemen speak of.  We should have
two means of correcting it In the Grst place, the Senate
could corroet the evil by the estublishment of & rule not
o apply 1o uny particobar case, but by doing what has
alveady been done during this session, when we wished
to strike at a rragucu which we believed o be wastelul
of the time of this body, By establishing a rule nol aim-
ing at any particular nstance, but applyiog 1o all future
cases, we could at any time put an end 1o the pmr.ll;il:e. i

ul in
point of faet the evil would correet itsell ; for why would
any member wish 10 apread hig reasdons on the jouroal 2
Because, sir, it wonld give them additiooal solemnity,

and attract 1o them more attention thaw any other m

in which he could signsiize and give evidence of his op-
position 1o the mensure.  But il ot became common ; if
upon every light and trivial occasion prolests were spread

on the journal, it would be no longer the means of Kiving
auditional solemnity 1o your opposition, or of attract

g more of puhlic altention (o the resistance that you
have wade.  You would then sbandon i, as beig

mare troublesome than giving your views to the puolic |1

through the newspapers of tie day, and because it did
not give more prommence, or solemuity, or importance
o your o) :rumlion. So that the evil would correet iself,
if it uhou! turn ont 1o be an evil.  Butin point of 1aer | do
not believe that it would lead to i.uiiv evil. | presume
that every senator hus @ sense of seil-respect ; and no

gentleman would get up and endeavor, on a light and

irivial occasion, to invoke a form so solemn us this, for
the purpose of attracting notoriety. It would be a sure
way to cover himsell with rigeale. We could not get
along at all, unless that leeling existed amongst the indi-

such eonservative leeling existed here, you conld not
muke rules enough to preserve the order “and barmon
of the Senate, Members are supposed to have some sell-
respect, or it would be impossible we could get along
with convenience or order here. Il thon, this be an

evil, it 1a one, us [ said belore, which will eorrect itself ;
and if it does not do so, the Senute can and will correct it,

| have no doubt.  In these coasilerations les the whole
1 believe that the whole matier W be consid

¢

do not say that the gentlemen” who voted for the bill | solemnity and additional strengih 10 their opposition o s ridiculousand false. ] i ¢
thought so. They doubtless thought etherwise ; but us | measures which may come up, and that they would be | right ol belng involved many matter by the speculations | cussing the main huh;e!’-i.
we entertnine] these opinions, we could wol vote for or | better able to go home and salsfy their constitaents that | of newspapers. ,

| they bad done all which they cuuf-i 1o oppose and resist | ture | wm responsible for, paibcualarly whatever

:'i““w the bill,

r. CASS. The honorable senator referred to me, [ |them. They would be thus able 1o measure the de- | say in my pluce in the Senate,

|gree of their opposition ; snd in coses where there | a knowledge of uny meditaied design against the Union, |
1 ask pardon of the senator from | was danger ol the establishment of a precedent which |and dil not exposet, I woald be as culpable as the par-
Michizan; | meant tosay the senator from Wisconsin, | might be hereafter mischievous, they might then be
[Mr. WaLkEr.] Buthr. President, (he senator [rom | betier enablad 10 break the foree of that precedent, and in

thiuk, by mistake.
Mr. HUNTER.

North Carolina [Mr.

graph, which he seemed to tnink the most objecuonable. | suituents at Lhome. | 1
| measure woull have a different effect {rom that which tie | aught o ivjure their reputation or character. )
| senator from Louisiana [Mr. Downs] supposes it might | ditler in relalion 1o the preservation of this Union, and
the excitement in the popular as w0 the general policy of the country. [ have yoted |
in relation to these matrers. || jori i
sintces, 11 it were not of the pus pose of excludiong the | believe the people of the South would be more apt to be | ;
eople of the sluveholding Sates from all oppartunity of | contented if they thought that we had made an opposition | bave sabmitted to the rule of the majority ; when in the | upon our secards.
to this bill more than usually solemn, more than usually | majority, 3
| ing, and better caleulated to bieak the force of the | the Union thut | did when | “acted in the minority in this [ favorable vote upan this motion,

It us this:

I view of nll these conslderstions, the undersigned -Ir; | Nave-~ihat of jnfiami

| mind, already disturbe

constrntned w believe that this government could never
roupit o admit n Suie presenting (el f under such vir-
cu

setiling with their propeny in that weenteey.

And he seemed to think that this elause imputed 1o | impos

» : senator bad these views,
Stute legislatures, and we have heard unlluuf of any | oot ie the least have intmaled anything of the sort,
gt i o B 2 I ina [Mr. | s not i:dn[ly nature to u'..Jlllf:l

. ADG eferred o one State yesterday (his own) in | prompt T the moment 1
Calijornin bitl, presehted by bim on Wednesday lust, hull E . B g il 188

apGER) refered toanother poma- | doing so be belter able 1o ratisly and coutent their con- | subject
Inthis point of view | believe this | or any gentleman oecupymg a place upon this floor, doing | adding, also, to

I do not hasscarcely ever replied 10 me excepting in this back-
[ bave never trewled (he senator in that
te. way, and certainly do not keow why | should be so

Landed way.
mel al every move. L seems to me unkind.
Mr. BU
If he had told we, 1 1houlld
1
in resentment
ve a transient resentment
Lo puss peross me; but us 1o baving a seitled purpose, |
assure the gentleman | have dpne towards him at all.

Mr. HUESTUN. | regret,
notin my seat at the moment the senustor from South
Carolina [Mr. Burten] alladed to me. | am at & Joss
now (o koow what the reflerence was, [ have not heard
Uis Bxpression.

Mr. BUTLER. 1 will repeat. | made no further ref-
erence thau this: 1 stated | had found in a letter this
mut‘eunﬁ the name of that distioguished gentlemay ; oth.
erwise | could not hiave associated him with some of the
rematks made theie, as regards the ulterior designs witrib-
uled 1o pome of the members smong the southern repre-
sentatives. | said this might be a clue to it | said
nothing more ; and, us that senator has said it was a
falsehood, [ knew he could not be implicated in it It
showed what kind of sentiments were generally used

ainst us L ealled upon bim 10 say one way or the
olher, | had attributed 1o him nothing of that sort. |
intended 1o keep upon the vuulnge-giound so fur, | nssure

him.

Mr. HOUSTON. I hiave for some time been apprized
thit there wits to be & tertible disclorure lo come pat, iy
which | wasinvolved, and ehanging me with treason, and

| various other matters Little becoming my general demeanor ;

but never, until this morning, was | apprized of the suin
and pubstance of this soleron humbog, 1 do not know
the import of it. 1 bave known of no treason hatchiug,

have been dissitisfied with the o{linirmn and eharacter
of eome gentlemen, i relation w the value of the Union,
who have undertaken to estimate it; but I am ool ap-
prized of any plan for separating this Usion, sud conpec
ing Mexieo with it | have heard nothing of the kind
it [ recollect,  Nor could I beliave it possible that the
two communities coull ever amalgamate voluntanly, |1
have no wdea of that, Well, sir, it is tidicalous 1o say
[ hiave any koowledge of such a thing, and that | wouli
suppress the exposare of it. [t would be my duty to pab-
lish it, and #o 1 should have done, | denonnced the buf-
fulo hunts us n very inexpedient amusement. [ at the
same lime alluded 10 1he Butfalo Convention, and de-
nounced all those buffalo matters, [Laughter] But
that | should be involved in a great secret, a grest plot
to dissolve this Union, and counive al it, s a very
great humbug. 1 caunot conceive how 1 could do it
consistently with my attachment and devotion for the
Uniou, which is pretly well understood. Had [ not
thought very well of the Union, [ would never have oe
cupied a seat upon this floor.  Texas had & good deal of

Arouble o get ber senators bere and herself into the

1 am for staying in it, and improving its condi.
We would bave almost fought to ger inlo the

We ure here, sir, sl | want to stay in the

I do not intend 1o be whipped either in or out of
the Union, ol Tean help it. We will do everything to
preserve it and pothing 1o impar it

Union.

But 1o say that L am involved in anything of this kind | brietly | ]
I knew nothing of it, and L deny the | senstor from Ksntucky than with the purpose oi dis-

L | came bere harhoring

s who were engnged in it

We may

here in the majority upon some questions, and in others
| have voted lu the minority, hen in the mimority, |

FLER. Mr. President, | dil not know the

1 way he

r President, that | was
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1850,

 ——
of actual endurance of wrong, wnd injury, and loss?

i
wrﬁm A slave has never escaped—they are the ones
whieh become the champions of the border States, and
ery wloud [or vengeance or rediess.  Texas, sir, has her
sties.  The slaves buve the Indinns 1o flee to; and
that is not n]i—thaly have Mexico upon their border.
Do you hear them talking of disauion, or lhruunlnﬁ that
cortiin enactments will lead 1o it when they become law !
regand it as my doty, not only a8 w senator, but as a
goal citizen, when the laws arg not manifestly injerious,
hut enacted by a majority of this body, w0 submit to them.
[ would have other remedies than dizunion and fallifica-
tion, There is the Suprene Court, one of the rafegnards;
there is the presidestial veto, another safeguard ; and we
have also various other alternatives, rather than disunion.
{ am opposed to that; and, unless the barriers ars broken
down, aud the citizens of the Stales haye no protection or
shield to their rights, | never will yield to impnises inhe-
coming my station. | might [eel wronged and grieved ;
Lt wgi]n t%urn 18 legal and constitutiona] redress, [ world
Lave recourse to it, nod I will have recourse 1o none
other. 1f Fam in a minority—a small mmority—I will do
the majority the justice to believe that they were actuated
by principles as pure as my own, and by intelligence oa
great,  When it all combined to produce a result, T
will think I am adding respect to their opinions, 10 their
patriotism, and to their iudgmm. in submitting with
deference to their decision.  But | never will rise up, sir,
and oppose my opinion to the majority, beyond the legal
and mﬂilutmnu! means that are devised und suggested
by experience. I | have the opportunity of declaring in
open Sanate that | diuurprom of certain measures, and I
belteve others better, tf 1 wn voted down I submit. |
wish to throw uo firebrands abroad, | wish not to dictate
or to give # complexion to the fuuhllfc senfiment et bhome,
If it s exeited 1 will seek to allay it, and let the conelu-
sion of reason alone guule the conduct of the State and
itw citizens, I will never seek 10 tell them, You have
wrongs inflicted upon you, and disunion is the only
temedy—the only means of preserviog the Union is dis-
wiion. Thie dictation has gone abroad, and partienlarly
far down in the South. | am of the South. I hope for
the South.  Sir, I was bory in the South—I have lived
in the South—{ have served in the South—I have been
faithful to ths Soutt. My treasures are there; not the
treasures of peli, for [ have none; but the treasures of
my heart are the®, It 18 my home—it is my country.
My family and my household ‘gods are there. Sir, there
are the alfections of my heart, and | will eling 10 it.

But, sir, that South would be trifling, of little worth,
if we Lad not & Union to bind the whole in one great
fraternity.  Sir, the Union is like the tive of a wheel, 1t
gives strength. By it the spokes, the felloes, and hub
ure kept compact, secuie, and capable of bearing weight
and pressure upon them. Thus, sir, [ regard the Union
as embraced all within a eirele. | hope | have not tried
to serve ong sectlon, forgetting it salvation depends upon
others, 1118 a unit, and you cannot sever it without destruc-
ton. I need notdwell upon separation. [tistoo paintul o

No,
but you see the extreme southérn States, &mm which | pe
al

contemplate. | will not endure the agony of believing
{or one moment that this country can ever be thrown apart.

like the rod of the
titor !

Well, sir, apart from the extrav of these antici-
pations, whut says experience ! It is staled that in many
of the Sutes of Iﬁu Union—per in & moiety of them,
il not more—ths unlimited right of protestiog, aud of en-
tering the protest on the | l,is in some by
constitationsl regulations, and in others by legislative
usage. Have any of these ubuses, these political gor-
gons, made their appearance there ! Are not the rights
of those States as sale and as safely administered as in
others, if there are uny, whose journals are innccessible
10 these nrpliratiunu Hus any embarrassment worth
speaking of, in the conrse of legialation, been experienced
there which has not been felt everf'wham_f I think, if
there were danger, there are faithiul sentinels enoug

through the country to sonnd the wlarm, without any
need on our part of exciting sach ternble public appre-
hension ; and when abuses come, il ever, it will be very
mdr 1o findl an udu:'lum remedy. s

0w, sir, as 10 the faets and testaments of this provest,
| am not responsible for them. By adimitting it upon the
recond, | neither wver the one nor sanction the other, So
that it is in respectinl quuefe. I can no more be cafled
to wecount for it than [ eould for the speeches of the
gentiemen who signed it, made in this body, and which it

prophiet, is o swallow up its eow-

18 my duty and my plessure to hear, And really, sir, [
AM NOL 80 seNsitive as o my course, during this uhneces-
sury controversy, that [ am unwilling to uliow the largest

liberty of eirenlation that our institwtions allow, as well
as the largest libeity of discussion. Even if we err, the
error is on the right side—the side of [reedom, of exami-
nation—ths lrus American side in all such iuvestigations.
11 the course of observation in this protest may seem 1o ba
u reproach upon those of us who do uot join it, [, for one,
am ready 1o take my share of it, without hesitation or com -
plaint, If I have not character enough to redeem e
trom it, the sooner [ go home the better for my eonstit-
uents.  But, sir, | do not see the E‘jinper in thisaspect. 1do
not think it should be examined and exposed with curn-
ous eve to discover of abject A reasonabl
latitude of remark should be allowedl, or the right itselt |
wonld degenerate into a dry record of undispuled facts.
But [ o nat believe that either of those gentlemen in-
tended to cast the slightest reflection upom the otner
members of the Senate, . They disavow it, and the ex-
planation is perfectly satisfaciory to me.

But, sir, the oft-répeated tale 18 #aid again, and we are
told that uo such wnceading has ever taken place unler
our government. Well, sit, and what then ? This govern-
ment has existed for sixiy years, and in that period the
world has not sood stil).  Neither nature, nor man, nor
intellect remaios ina state of immobility, Are we 1o
miake no improvements, [ do not say in the l'l:mmll!“ nf
government—though | believe there is much to improve
there—but in the feature, even in the forms of legislation,
or the process of administration ? Can we inlerpose no
new and salulary check because, the necessity not hav-
ing before disclosed itself, the remedy was not provided
for? The true inquiry in all such cases is, not whaether
the act proposed hus been done before, but whether we
can constitutionally do it, and ought to doit. That is the

Factions will sink and die away, and the glorious lustre | true, common-sense view of the subject, Progress is one

Whatever | do say over my own signu- | tion Was hrst_presented
do | pression what it woull be proper to !
| Subsequent refléction, and all | have heard sai
| that it woald have been far better 1o spread this paper

1 did not expect w0 have made any remarks upon this |
I assure the gentlemnn be will never find, me |

| eonsulied the very same identical devotion for | spring ™ we

ol the country will become hri[ghm with increasing time, | of the laws imposed equally upou the moral and v

CASS, | desire to submit a few remarks, and |

, rither in reply to some of the observations of the

Mr

Yenterday, when this ques-
| was strongly under the im-
mit this Hrolvsl.

. have
confirmed (hat impression—have confirmed the opiwion |

upon oar journal, and have thus yielded 1 an objectiona-
ble spplication, without adding another to the profitless
discussions in avoich we find ourselves engaged, nund
e causes ol excitement and irritation
that divide us. | must confess [ have listened with sur-
prise to much that hus been said upon this pecasion, and
to the alarming prediction ol the disastrous consequences

that are to follow to the integrity and perpetuity of our
institutions, should this document be copied by a clerk |
“What great effects from little causes |

if such results are to succeed a |

y well say, )
i No, Mr. President, no;

the

natural world ; and he who does not obey it will soon

| tind that, in yielding a blind obedience 1o precedent, his

sympathies will conneet him with a past generation. Ex-
wrience is worth a great deal in the affairs of this lile,

th public and private; but that experience is not maile
up alone of what was thought and done before us. Much
o} it belongs to our own personal observation, and can-
not be sarrendered without substituting a blind obedi

{unce for the dictates of our judzment—a judgment which

adus the increased knowledge of our own tmes 1o the
knowledge of those who preceded us upon the sphere of
action.

Mr. PRATT. Mr. President, I do not feel disposed to
rolong this debate, and I delayed saying anything, in the
tupe &al others who preceded me would advance the
opuions which 1 eutertain, or some of them, W the
reception of this protest. 1 did not, sir, and 1 am sure no
one who spoken designed to, charge the honorable
gentlemen who_have signed this paper with any inten-
tion to reflect efther upon the action of the Senate or of
the individual members of the Senate. I do not mean to

h | ting wpon the journal of

The uasse of u_.-m will by euiared upon Gir books upless 18
aymont of ke subsciiption be wade le advance. ,
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Th of this bill deprives, therefors, the
of ‘the South of the equal rmt'-'-kn ”ﬁ
which " may

protection of the law and

every southern man—every southern State

c:luineide in upini%n :*l‘ll:n lhr: mmuun-—-n:umm }n
e conglusion whicl y do, resistance only

their MR, but their duty, It is one thing, as [ have

said, for gentlemen who ru{lly entertain these nnl!.au

o avow them, und avow thein as have - here,

i the most solemn manner; it s L the

country should know that gentlemen, 50 hgtb

ble thraughout the country as they are enter-

tain such sentimenta; bat it is another l.‘nm when seoa-

1ors uj a:i &m fiuor, “;:ho do not ’"'fh"h Vﬂ'ﬂmﬂ" 3

are give 10 those senators the pri ; t-

the Senate mw in l‘z;h

we do not coneur. The paper itsell, | musl
bave been signed by some of m ¥ worthy 8-
teemed Iriends who have ﬁalﬁm ver Igmt

motives from those expressed by 1
jessed by those who
the unconstiwtional st | boven
paper. _Of those who aign this

 paper itsell, and ex-
ve spoken in this debate, d-’
uel is seven times reiterated ih this
v there was the

» g and
several othera of my worthy friends, who, during the de-
bate on this very hill under 20X their
dﬁlﬂmitmm{l 10 ;?‘F‘ for the' NHT nll::lnlld lhm
the boundaries lif; hey were 0
vote for it. Therel in the tion of my worthy
friend from Louisiana, [Mr. SouLx,] there m no con
l!i;;ronnblﬂlj;lldimant to the of this

-3

I can ex-

E. 1l the senator will allow
plain, | never imended to declare that the n of
Califoruia in part was unconstitutional, or sabject 10 the

objections which [ had urged aguinst her aduvssion; but
1 tvas witling thiat Califoriia, if she should be confined in
her limits 10 38 deg. 30 min., should be admitied—aol on
account of the restriction of those limita.only, but be-
cause, according to the substitute which I had mysell
offered, she was to be remnnded toa new

and, being so remanded, the constitution 1

ahe would have been admitted into the Union no
longer have been the former constitution, but the con-
stitution as sanctioned by this new conven thus held
under the suthority of Congress. [ thank the sanator
for his kindness in allowing me the o of ex-

lanation,
% Mr. PRATT. lam very glad that I gave the
an opportunity of making the explanation, and to show
whal he meant. Now, wr, one remark of the senator is
in accordance with another clause of this paper:

Bocause all the propositions have been rejected which
have been mnde to obtain sither o recognition of the t

at the stwvenolding States o & gonmon enjovment of all
tha territory of the United States, or to a fnir division of that
terriwry between the a:uur.ulclum and L 0g

Srates of the Unjon.
This paper, therefore, asserta that all tions for

the purpose of giving to the sla ates of this
Union & just participation of this were
voted down, ﬂ“uu been said opon this I

beg hers 1o state it as & fact known to you amd 1o other
senators upon the floor who do not eatertsin the seati-
ments here expressed—that when the i bill
was before the Senate, we bad obtained a majority of this
hody who had consented to divide California nﬂ
to the wishes of our southern friends, provided that bil
! not been defeated, and provided it have
with the amendment which had been made lo it,
this as & {act, therelore, that there was not that
sition upon the part of the representatives of
here 1 oppress the South which is attributed
per. They wanted California admitied,
willing that the territorial governments should be” estab-
tished withou! the Wilmot Proyiso, and
ther willing, for the sake of the peace and of 1l
country, patriotically to sacrifice what they might consid-
er the opinions of their gwn immediate for
the safety of the country, by dividing 80 a8 'y
meet the views of the South. In reference to this

tion, [ have already said, sir, all that 1 designed to say
the time | arose to speak. | esnnot vote, and
exceedingly, for the admission of this paper and
ing it upon the journal. . i

Mr. HUNTER. Mr. President, | must

e ) Tabors

every man who voled for the admission of Cahiornin that | precedent hereafter, than would bave been the case if we | house. Minorities, if | understand the principles of this | we have some canses of danger, as all free people have ; [do so0 now, sir. I do not mean to attribute to them, en- opinion, the senator from Maryland [ Mr.

mt.n:uun and purpose. By no means. But it asseris Lm used none but the ordivary and common means of re- | government, are to submit 1o the u:‘oupni tlge majority, | but these are of a far diﬁerc‘nl charaeter {rom the ha tertaining as they do the sentiments expr;md u:gd this under @ very extraordinary mistake with 1o the
this: that unless there were persoos here who did vote | sistance.  Here is a mode which involves no disrespect o | and not to say becanse a :mf]nnly i in tavor of  partien- | less proposit whlch‘{. nkes these political jereminds, | paper, any blame for olﬁ'n.ng tbe alu‘}la non'sl erai meaning and force of that protest, and n mputes
from such considerations, united with others who voied | any one, disturbs the peace nowhere, and which, | be- | lar measnre, and a respectable minority opposed 1o that | I the liberties of the American people shall endure untl | tion of the Senate and °t;°!m;'y‘ mdn « Uﬁnﬁ:}: to us influences and wliich we have neyer enter-
for it from other considerations, this bill uever could | lieve, il it had been permitied, would have bad rather a | measuce, that it is oppression and wrong done because | lheyara‘dmmmi by transferring a protest to the journal | do not know that it was not iW h.'lf!’ ;“‘D- u iu‘ mugd or manifested. & says that containe & con-
hay | presume that nobody will dispute that |soothing and quieting effect.  But, be thatas it may, | can | that measure is carried by ibe :naglomy. 1 cannot eonceive | of the Senate, this government will survive tll haman | very different question, even in U u:g;t:i znﬁfm,:i ‘: clusion which will force the slave States to se-
ther®are gentlemen bhere who voted upon such consider- | assure the . ulrum 1 LM, Uuwamé that | that the majority in passing such a measure are crim,.;.l]%;uurnmnul.s have fulfilled their functions, and shall | the Senate of the United Siates ure asked by their vole 1o | sode from the Union. Now, | maintain i nothing

|

put upon their journal a paper which contains these senti-
ments, when the majority of the Senate do not conedr in
the sentiments whicﬁlnm eﬂ;renul in the paper. This
paper makes out a case, which, if believed by the south-

ern States of this Umion, will compel every southiern

1f the minority are small, they can use the | have been supersaded by the adveat of that millemmium

] ] 1 - H . What- | |pats I
alious, and voted conscientiously upon sucn consilera- |there s no ulterior purpose behind the protest.  What- | or culpable L e aal Socuian by hikh.. We buve

uons. | believe they will admit it, and consider it right | ever it means it says on 118 face, and he can reason on its | urdmui;; : : : : ;
1o sanclion any system of measures which excludes | effects as well as we can. 1 can assure him that so fur | when they are voled down by an overwhelming inajority, | 8 much more solid fouudation for our mstitutions than
ject any system which allows the |us | am concerned—and | believe it is the feeling of every | 1 would suppose it was as much their duty to submit 10 | the power to reject similur applications. 1 we bave not,

slavery, and to re ) ]
alnvr?olding Stlitl’:: exiend themselves equally with | protestant whose name appears on this paper—there 15 1o | the preseniption of the consitution s il they were a| they sre not worth their tenure, and the sooner we know

of the sort to be found within that Eroult. It contains

reasons against the admission of m 1

lieve, i made. Bat it
ieve, in every speech .
thing to be done by the States upon the

means prescribed 1o legislative assemblies

g
5

those reasons, and neither

i

h 7 5 Kode | o I 1i 3 i s it is the i of
others. The support of the bill was made up of different | desire or design 10 commuit eitlier States or anybody else | numerous minonity ; nor could it be consideréd oppres- | it the better. But, after all, what are we =0 zealously | Stute, in bonor, 1o secede from the Union. Now, i from suggesting even secession s & uence
parties, ol gentlemen acting from different ulpotivn. But 1o any mum“c‘rl action. There is no appeal 1o the feel- | mve,  We will never transact business if we wail uotil | discussing—exponding upot ity 'I“"Nd- #0 much h““’mﬁ |"f'““°“ of my lm’;"‘!h thg have I:‘":'hj‘l'hl' P;r{":; the ‘r'_‘“" "fl‘m" blﬂi he will find that sn opposite
this we mean 1o say, that we believe that, but for the in- | ings, and no commitinent of the States of any one else to | the minunity yield to the opinions of the majority, | lore, and so nuch power of elogu 11 supy we | the repr - ‘L.: nh their States, lh“ Mm'n e conclusion could as egitimutely be dmwn from it
fluenee of the anti slavery feeling here, u Territory pre- [any course of action ; but it contains a mere dissent, and | The honorable geatlemen have thought propey upon | do not fear the paper, not the iuk, nor do | suppose lhl'{t | hll?ﬂl‘-l-lf__ 2ot lll " K?“Ll‘l'““h, ;" "k in 8 i This clause declares that the to which this
senting itsel! under the circumstunces in which this has | the reasons for the dissent, to the passage of this bill, this occasion to protest against the procesdings uJ Con- 1% any oue bere who believes (hat the American people | way us wiil not only just ,Ila:t : ‘f-d ma “Ml othe might lead, of persisied in, would o lh disso-
been presented conld never have been received as s State | Mr. DOWNS. The gentleman will pardon me. He | gress; they bave bad an opportunity of expressing, in | may not saiely be trusted thJud‘e ol the sentiments for | Siates dereliet in homl.'l!_nn "\ GLUMM& foﬂ:hﬂ lution of this confederacy, and thus would seem 1o ex-
into this Union. That is what we mean 1o say. Imighl|m:mu 1ot 10 recollect the precise mature of my remarks. | the (allest” manner, for the lust eight months, their ob- | themselves, or, 1f they conld not, that the transierenne | Union, That being 'l“l;m t;leon- ! !'_I ;‘ ‘]‘ [‘hlm clude the conclnsion thal 1t ought to sever the Union,
ask the sepntor from North Carolina if he believes it | [ distinetly disclaimed imputing any such inteation to the | jections to the measores which bhave been adopted and |asked for would ever carry it to the observation of n:rn:hl 10 eXpress it ey have no om:m:!o:lh ng| 2o nnless in. He will perceive that, in the clause
could bave been admitted here, presenting itself under | protestants, but [ stil thought that that might be the ef- | voted upon in the Seoate.  Had a course of policy been | single addmional reader. The great community of our | place such seutiments upon Y"i“’hl“";m; .wh n “’,";: i refeired to, we protest against the adinission Culfor-
such cieamstances, il it had come here with a constitu- | fect of it | taken 1o preclude them from all their rights inberent in | country does not go 0 the Sennle Euurrul 10 read the | the opinions of the ben:lm. think t a;hau I‘“J‘. 2 i, under such circumstances, because it w seem 10
tion admittng slavery ! 1do not ask him as to his own Mr. HUNTER. That i & mere difference of opinion be- Irt‘r'r)' deliberative body of giving full expression to their | cugrent political topies of the day. Do you suppose that Illk the Senate, who do not snle}t‘wn i t?! l’l'-ld"‘ n ampl{. in our view of the ﬂl& tiiat the object of ex-
vole, but as to his belief, Iween us—opnions honestly entertained, | doubt not, on | opinions, | should hive resistod that though | might huve | one man, except the prool-reader, ever gave it entire pe- | for permission 10 put them “W“,;I Lmr'“b ’tl':.“l.n. K‘Ol'li cluding slavery was so d h_ T‘ﬂi s 'J-l

Mr. BADGER. I have the strongest reason 1o believe | both sides,  But, sir, | wish 10 say here, once and for- | differed in opinion  with the honorable geatlemen who | rusal ! No, it s a work for refml;lce—hnnrd among | currence in those sentiments wi .u:glﬂ . us, if | \juy government in a 'Emh. o0 of .
that it would not bave bean admitted. The honorable | ever, that | never seek and do not bold myseif to be an- | bad voted ndversely 10 me.  But whena free expression | other recepincles of human knowledge, Our means ol | we vole lo havurlwul upon our journal the reasons | ..|isv. or to justify it even in a violation of conatilu-
senator will understand that | did not undertake to inves- | thorized 0 commit my State to any course ol action | has been given o their opinions, and when the whole | informution are furnishied by the newspapers, by the | which are nssigned. cludi S 1 tion. We that such a Mnnllﬂﬂl lead to a
tigate whether the propositions stated there were true or  whatever. When and how she wilfur,: she willdeter. | country is acquainted with these opinlons—when there | journals of the day, the passing periodicals, and by their | In addition ‘ﬂ,.u" can "M"‘W‘"Pbl . w“‘ \} | principle which, if persisted in, would lead to & destruc-
not. | stated precisely that they might be correct. || mise for herself, It i fur ber people to commit her, and | have been read the various arguments upon the diflerent | agency this very profest is now travelling 1o the utmost | senator from Wisconsia, [Mr. """‘:;'} tb!g {;‘. tion of the confederacy. Is thers a bers who be-
Lave my own opinion about that, and he bas his ; but | in- | not for me. She commits me to action, not | her; and || bills which have been passed and which wers under dis- | verge of the republic, and will woon be read wod dis- | the attention of the Senate (o the fact, that in rotest | jieves the establishment of such a would not
tended 10 be understood that here was a statement as to | have pursued the path which she has marked out forme | cussion: when the country have had all of those advan- | cossed in every town, village, and farm-house through | there are seven intimations that, in the lead 1o & destruction of the sir, en-

of this bill

for the admission of California, (‘Am%u- L done an
tional act.  On yesterday, when | was about to

t apon that expression, my friend from Virginia

by resolutions adopted with almost perlect unanimity at |tages, and her representatives have been heard by their |(he extent where the salitwdes of Natare bhave yielded 10
| the last two sesmons of her Jegislature.  That her purpose | constituents—l cannot, lor one, when [ vote in the ma | the animating bum of American industry [
| in those resolutions was grave, |, at least, mm bound 10 | jority to insist upon some definite action being taken, con- | It is objected 1o this application, that the framors of the

the motives or reasons supposed to ern one or more
or the whole ol the members of this body who voted for
the bill; and if the Senate puts that statement on the

OV

inblish a principle that the exclusion

!lit]lr[t':%ﬂol intha‘l;.mwi-hln “.n 1

10 justy o goyernment in & constitu-
T

i vhic . i § i i - | stated that the paper contained no such ssseveration. He |00 Haw could we live in the conf:
record, will it not follow that if these gentlemen desire | believe. | have pursued that path which stie has marked | sider that [ am encroaching upon the rights of the South. constitulion refused (0 msert a provision in that instra ' - tion / co |
1o put their proposition in &nswer on ﬂl‘e record, it must | out for me, Irr'hn‘; that | had 00 right to swerve o devi- | [ they present & protest thal !In calealated to reflect upon | ment making this right an absolute one.  Pertiaps that | has sdmitted to-day “;‘l’ it does.  Now .‘:d"'l“d"“:::: if such a principle were established and (]
must be put there also?  That was the purpose lor which | ate from it, even a hur-breadth, 5 r[, if ber flag is nfloat, | the course which 1 take, and is d_ns.re:::;ctful in J.’nw;ua(a. | :-aa p:ud:m]:l Ih::-n“:n::i:trr.:dlul:;'m:l:h“:: 1::9_—!0:! hc.- | g‘arumu uful.:uptlﬂr,i ’p"ﬁ}”fﬂ'vw-'- numlml <y mmmwu.iixﬂgmytﬁm for
I read the extract. whe delivered it 10 the breeze; and if there be anyihing | erroneous in ils premises, of in its uctions fallacions | lieve it wou ® " ) Igreas, the passag ' L lan A .
gt: HU‘&TH!{. I shall come to that presently. ||emblazoned wpon it which might be offensive nf even | of (hreatening, | do not believe that [ am bound. in duty, | discretion, as 1o the manner 6f keeping their journals, as {an _“:“““";‘“ml‘:::ﬁ .‘."dh:' f:&mi::uo?:l“:f minded—but [ must say that it seema 1o me ha com-
only teferted to it for the purpose of showing that it did | menacing, the motioes and embiazonmenisace her own, | 1o spread that upon the journals of the Senate, when the | well in this rurer: ue in others, than to lay :Iu'l'lll an w::i Lo wu !;r:lm ° l;vgm tho'm et b - menced rending this paper with & spirit of and
not necessarily carry with it a reflection on the motives | [ dare not lower that flag a= long &s 1t is placed in my | same reflections hive been thrown broadeast before the 'invarable rule for their observance. | do not under- | st !'I. e geo nuin lg:;yu“ S e ot wumn 1 has thus been induced 1o draw inferences from it which
of any gentleman. | believe there are gentlemen here | hands toghe displayed as the emblem of her hoaor or the | community in propositiona in extent more (hreatening | stand al all, as some senators do, that this refusal 10 make | that the Pﬂll;'iﬂlﬂ “: A Il mm:;:.‘ﬂm 13 ol'lh“h it will not justly bear. _There is not even a hint of a
whn would lake it as & compliment, rather than lltﬂﬂ:-!-}mhﬁl of her nights. 11 1 had the heart, | have not the |and fierce than the one included in the protest. | would |the right imperalive takes from the Senale ils power 10 | constitutional. ; r;l : ™ phf]e._u oo g o 0 ion 10 1ce in the whole lbl:
tion on their motives, o have it said that they had acted | conmge 1o strike it, unless shie bids me do it. exiend every Iatinde 4o gentlemen who are displeasca |nct agreeably to it own discretion. It is & mere ques- | paper in which { think it is explicitly ot sumining up in the conclusion our o
ot such considerstions, snd who think it would be doing | Mr. President, | think the Senate can hear me witness | with it; but when we are told and admonished that cer- | ton aa 1o the mode of keeping the record of its proceed- | Wy pave disssniod (rom tis bill becauss it glves the | measure, we .n¥. it in true, that
what was right and ¥ 10 Aet on such considerations. | that | have not shown myself a0 agitator on these sub- | tain things will lead 1o a dissolution of the Union, when | ings, and to_be regulated at their pleasare. 11 did 0ot | yunotion of faw and ihus [mparts validicy o the ROt - euch & prinep 'm“lﬂ "" ”: e ”M‘T-
But we were far from imputing it to all who voted for | jects, | have never proved myself eager for the fray, or | they have been conatitutionally enacted and voled upon | need a specific power, any more than the powe: to enter | |zed action of » ﬂlf o ".f. Laltiornin, by | tion ; and who can btit? Bat hm o
e Lo, It nfornce o ddscuon | S wih e of i e comrr | e orty ot body, "y ik e he e It i €10 ke e AL R |1 St U e | e oy ot it 4
from this e.  Bat, sir, there is xnoth e 10| is painful to me to contemplate these differences. | shrnk | spectinl to the body. wpecific gran . rould Y : s darefvadiel thas tin of snaslits kot e osautd. 1 - i :
which the senator {rom Wisconsin [Mr. '-ru.ln ob- Iru‘ln thiem, and [ should be glad, if [ could, 1o avoid them | Can it be intended for good, Mr. President ! 1a it to |doing as we may now do, Il we choose, respecting the :l:"l:u'l':“"":::m:.:f;w?‘:u" oo | :'nmh Imuimmlhc ouly | California s unconstitutional, and that we - v
jecin for the swme reasons. [t is this: now and hereafter. 1t is only upon questions of great |reform any evil that now exista? s it (0 eolighten the | proposition t are ol stable foandation on which this Ualoo can re- | admitted bher apon any condi I;ﬂl without a vi
" i | n and |public mind ! 1s it to windicate the senators? | think 11, what is this application, and why is it made ? . the constitssion.  This, sir, in & maiter of construstion.
Bu, lastly, we dissent from this bill, and solemnly protest rights, in which the waiety, peace, P After all, pplication, ¥ 0 ? | pose - s 3 : h
aguingt it r:""!" becauss in sanclioning mensures so | quality of my State are concerned, that 1leel bound to|not. Is the denunciation of measures which have been |1 mke it, sir, thut the object is to give additional solemnity N Bt Proaidenit, T subusit thit Siavs de bus askrtion e differ froin him la_hlmwl m
eouirmry mltmmm‘;upgd.m, 10 obvious paliey, 10 the spint | come lorward and mingle in the debate and join in the | titationally adopted a of resworing and Tu.ui‘ 1o the opposition to one of the greatest measures that has th 1‘::" S aaabrs whioh 16 leaashtboual e tell to enter upon this subject at length ;
and imiont of the constitution of the United Staes, for the | contest, ing the excitement whieh has been so industriously fo- | aver divided us, and to direet public atiention, by this | that Wis 18 : - [ 0ot find it waserted in that that it

putpose of excluding the slave holding Staws {rom the T
t declures that the exclusion ol slavery from the terri-
rory of the United Swaies isan obijectso b

as o justity s disregard not only of all I:‘!m principlos of

wnd importan |

Mr. President, | have no very strong individual wish | mented throughout this eountry !
'nsr’ thus 1o be ewveind mio w e, this governmeat i iy relation to the motion now peodin
efloc

Have the people so

When | said that | long been sceustomed 1o look hiere for their movements | yrged

marked proceeding, to & briel examination of the reasons
and given in the most compreasad form

winst it !
it was an appeal 1o the courtesy of the Senate, | meant | at howe that there mast be & continual cannonading kept | [t sa :n‘lumn appeal to public opinion—the last and safest
not that we bad strong individoal wisties but that, having | up upon the fortress of public seenrity and public tran- | tribunal for the adjustment of ail the controversy to which

no right to ask it as & matler of parliamentary privilege, | quillity ?

I wny opinions bave been manwfactured here

we are linhle. Well, sir, one wounld naturally suppose

It has deprived them of that “position of equality which
the constitation o mm!mt{eddgm. and which consti-
tutsa the only sure and stable fonndation on which this
Unton can  aod it is that “we have d ted

tional to have admiited Odm with
ries.  He will only find it nsserted that the
California sanctions s

from this bill beeause it gives the sanction of law and

aystem ha
heen p in the Territ 'u.dnwbhﬁﬂ, us
of our constitutional rights. That w.

sound policy, but also of the constuntion (el : . Ko 1 thus im mvdid:ly 1o the unanthorized action of a por- d 3 So far from that e
; N : we should be gratified as senators, ratber than s mes, | lrom time 1o tme, they have heen thrown broadeast over | that n courtesy like this, if you do not choose to consider | 1 paris ¥ ! ; g s and nothing more. -#1
Mw::ll. ";;‘:; Wwere expressing &n op in rel if it shonld be the plewsure of the majority 1o put this | the land, North and ﬁ%ulh ; and if the people have been |it a right, might be safely and would be cheerfully :':"“h.‘t’{ ;::‘;:m“““:fofeﬁ?;‘n'; wli:c';"}niv':a&;; ed, as he #u one of the cavmes al'.
{j‘:'*n ;lmﬁmltl"‘;":l i#, aod not impating to those | o0 guon the jouraal. [have no desire to prolong this | exhorted to resistance, and to have recourse to the last nied 1o the nrrrunlm:un of soversign States upon 1'_ e o mdmim S valldiin o thes nnr}llhora od 1% that every amendment n‘ed “:llﬂ !"'l::
,’;:, o:n m!ml:':':ﬁm:..;“:::Ilt:ﬂ::l"h'gu:‘::'3.:?';;:: debate of to open up discussion. | did not propose, when | alterpative, and to stand upon their rights—1o stand wpon | this floor, as well out of regard te their own character :"r '"‘u“ tational ur.of hé ]h,il of Californis, by producing & fair division

for usto have sanetioned it would have been to have
sanctioned & measure having this tendency and pu .
and it in in this point of view that gentlemen .ﬁmzi
view it in looking into the paper 1o ses whether ils con-
tents are respectiul or not.  Bat, wir, | submit that the
contenta of the paper, provided they are respectinl, have

| came here this morning, o say one word on the sub-

cl,
. [Messrs. BENTON and BUTLER then nddressed the
Senate, as published in the Union of Sunday, and the de-
bate proceeded as follows ]

Mr. WALKER. In connexon with what the senator

their defence with prompt and energetic netion—goi

on 1o separate the country—il there has not been la
befare them & colored descaption of everything which is
calenlated to inflame, without giving light 1w the in-
tellect —if this has not been the case, | am mistaken ; and
| stand convieted of error, il several of the southern

Uservants they are.

and position ae 1o the rexpoet which s due those whose
No such thing. The past and the
futare are equally arrayed against the nfghmtmn. the
pathiamentary law of angther country, and the awful con-
sequences that are to follow to our own !

Sir, there fs one pecalinr trait of American character
I observa-

which this constitutional right of the South they are de-
prived of.  There is number one.

Again, it is said in the next paragraph :

Beonnse the right of the slaveholding States to a com-
mon and

Aol

i ¥

whiloh, without the

oqual enjoyment of ihe teiritory of the Union has
d "

awrs knew it. He may hrMiﬂ-N we

nor had we canse (o suppose it.  Whatever we

for this wrpouwuvmddm-ﬂ“h we
assert,

i : \ assertion, no a8 10 what
h : South Carolina [Mr. BurLes] has stated, | wish to | Sgates have nol been instructed by delegates and by sen- | which is 100 common to escape the most carsor , oot b oot 7Y e e make no been
Immfx“ﬁ"ﬁ’o‘ﬁ%ﬁﬁ”" “..T.'.’S.';'a‘? o E:?nn;:h tuatheh--ig.iu lomn\lhn]lola backbanded way, m" from the centre of this Capitol—if they not been | (ion, aud which I think as often displays itsell In‘our dis- :2."1".\.','.’.35,2 el o the Senmitution. but without tes | MIEHL have "““&‘:;'""e'.fé&:mm 2y be -5
or oo K emryrg Mm’ s or the 1hit Hhe o was not writlen for me. | have only 1o exhoried what direction 1o take—1o eall upon the Kle cussions a8 in any other assemblage in our country ; and aathority of ﬁmlnuunn,l was manifestly contrived for tained under “mnm 10 KAy we obtained
i:ll”l T;‘:ﬁim!w it s uuhlhhmgT of & Toens. | say !h&l.rif it was not, it censures thiose who voted for the | and the legislature to act and to vindicate their rights. that is & predisposition to push principles to their 6X- | that purpose, and which Congress must sanction adopt, “":’“b for ‘:3‘ il southern men would done
dfmmao far u?t!mhl any, on which others u“p:i.im admission of Californm. | came in for my share of that | T deay, sir, that an unconstitational law has been passed | tremes, 10 carry them ont, with metaphysical subtlety, Ull [ shoaid wis bill become n law, th "h:mw;ld pord ; for the re-
wimilar favors hereafter, Now thut i the whole question | censare, and consequently felt it 1o be my duty, in a man- | by this Senate or by Congress. | have not voted for any | we get lost in mazes of our own creation. If we cannot| o b oich of Congress have passed the bill ;"“: %] the limits of Take northern gentle-
m:m ,"I::,:.mm,' an il seems to me ; and | come | ver which | b wis respectinl, 10 repel the censuie in | that hove passed which were not constitutionally ,-J fiod a stone wall inst which to stop, we are sure there This :mch of Congress have therefore sanctioned this e onmm have reduced California to a southern :ml
wow 1o that branch of :f"hwm waid ihat beeanse | MY place. [f the remark was made, sit, with any sense | They have been passed, | believe, with the bope that |is nothing to us between our preaent position and | o 0Tl pirog thus averred as unconstitational ary of 96 degreen 30 minates, If they were willing 10
# thing of the sart had ocenrred in the sixty years | '0 1nply that my views of it, my ideas of the protest, ure | they wonld be beneficial 1o the g and generaily | the world's end. And we then depuct, with o vast expend. | 820 LG TR it Gonigned and introducad 10r | vote for it in & combined measare, why not as & separaia
B ol e e e ahoald be cautions how we adopt | Fegarded as a matter of entire indiflerence—if 1t was writ- | if notalways from considerations the most dispassionate. |iture, if not of arguments, cerlainly of imagination, the - m arivicg Bs South of thele et ion? Sir, they must have been willing to vote
3 procedont which may lead to & departure from thai |16n with an entire contempt for me—all [ haveto say in | It was thought, at least, they were the most expedient, |abuses nd dangers we are pressing for, and arrive at | 188 PITPOSn B8 CRFENCERE 0 P 0L CEE B0 itis | for it because it was proper, and expadient, tnder
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